
The Command Line Interface (CLI) is an editing environment that is text-based. It uses specified 

text (known as commands) to interact with the computer and perform numerous operations, 

including installing and working with programs. In Module2, we will be using Terminal, a CLI 

tool in Linux.  

 

Why use Command Line Interface (CLI) over Graphical User Interface (GUI)? 

When you first start working with CLI, the first question that pops up is why the ugly looking 

terminal, over the beautifully crafted GUI. The main reason is the CLI uses less RAM space and 

interacts with the operating system directly, which though ugly looking, makes it more powerful 

and faster than using GUI. 

 

In Linux, one of the main tools for CLI is Terminal. In Windows, we have Cmd and 

Powershell. This instruction guide will go through basic commands that you will need to operate 

Terminal for the Module2. If you are interested, any online tutorials will teach you more. 

Linux commands Functions 

• lsblk 

 

 

To list information about all available or the specified block devices 

 

• ls 

• ls -al 
Displays information about files in the current directory.  

ls -al gives us more information, including hidden files which start 



with a ‘.’ 

 

• cd 

To navigate between different folders. 

 

• udisksctl mount   -

b 

To mount a disk (making it available for OS to use). 

 

• pwd  
Stands for "print working directory." It outputs the full path of the 

current working directory. Displays the current working directory. 



 

• mkdir  

Creates a directory (folder). 

 

• rm   

Deletes files. 

 

• touch   

Create empty files. 

 

• nano 

Text editor for files. Creates a new file if the filename doesn’t exist. 

Use Ctrl + X to close. 

 

https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/basic-linux-commands/#8-rm-command-in-linux
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/basic-linux-commands/#11-touch-command-in-linux


 

• cat   

Display file contents on terminal. 

 
 

• clear   

Clear terminal. 

 

• sudo 
sudo stands for "superuser do" and is commonly used to perform 

tasks that require administrative privileges.  

https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/basic-linux-commands/#13-cat-command-in-linux
https://www.geeksforgeeks.org/basic-linux-commands/#14-clear-command-in-linux


 

a. fls 

b. fsstat 

c. icat 

d. istat 

fls is a command-line tool from The Sleuth Kit (TSK), used for 

listing files and directories in an image file or device 

 

fsstat is another tool from The Sleuth Kit that provides detailed 

information about a file system in an image or device. It displays 

metadata and statistical information about the file system. 

 

icat is used to recover files or data blocks from an image. 



  

istat displays detailed information about an inode, such as its size, 

file type, and allocated blocks. 

 

• ~/ 

Shortcut to reach home directory of the File System. 

 

• man 

Access manual for all Linux commands. 

 

 


